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PRESS RELEASE

It’s fire prevention week, Test Your smoke alarms!
YORK, PA – Firefighters from Springettsbury, Spring Garden, and Manchester Township are teaming up to promote Fire Prevention Week, October 3 – 9, 2004.  This year’s theme is “It’s Fire Prevention Week! Test Your Smoke Alarm.”  Since 1922, National Fire Prevention Week has been observed during the week of October 9th, to commemorate the Great Chicago Fire of 1871.
The departments have partnered with Wal-Mart and Lowe’s to distribute more than 600 smoke detectors to every kindergarten student in the Central and York Suburban school districts. Parochial Schools in the district are also included.  Firefighters, along with employees from the two stores, will hand them out at the schools as part of their Fire Prevention Week activities.  In addition to the free smoke detector, Lowe’s will be distributing coupons to the children that will allow them to receive free help with the installation of their smoke detector.

Media are invited to St. John’s School at 9:00 a.m. and St. Joe’s School at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, October 4, 2004, as well as to Stonybrook Elementary on Tuesday, October 5, 2004 at 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. for the distribution activities.  

“According to statistics by the National Fire Prevention Association headquartered in Quincy Massachusetts, young children and the elderly are most at risk from fire,” said Captain John Shire, Springettsbury Township Fire Department.  “Distributing smoke detectors to the children will provide added protection by increasing the probability of early warning in the event of a fire.”
Fire Prevention Week will continue with the Springettsbury Township Fire Safety House Tour at the Harley Museum on Wednesday, October 6, 2004 from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m., where Harley employees will tour the Fire Safety House during their lunch hours.  

The Grande Finale of Fire Prevention Week will take place on Saturday, October 9, 2004 from 10 a.m. through 4 p.m. with Lowe’s Pledge to Prepare at Lowe’s in Springettsbury Township. There will be a display of fire equipment with firefighters available to answer questions, along with other pieces of emergency equipment, car seat inspections and several other Fire Prevention Week activities.
For more information, please contact Teri Markley, Grants and Public Relations/Events Specialist, at 757-3521 or Captain John Shire at 755-3171. 
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