FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

March 11, 2004

PRESS RELEASE

PARADES & PUBLIC ASSEMBLY ORDINANCE

York, PA - Springettsbury Township’s established policy is to bill for additional services and overtime hours directly attributed to special events, parades and festivals requested by special interest groups and/or citizens.  In those instances when special events require additional costs that are directly related to the event, those costs are charged to the special interest groups and/or citizens that have personally requested to hold the event.  The organizers are advised of the estimated costs prior to the event, and are billed for the actual amount.  This provides a fair and equitable system for billing costs for special events and services.

The Coalition for the Human Rights of Immigrants (CHRI) local organizer, Mr. Keith Dobson represented by Ms. Knudsen of the ACLU, is challenging the established policy.  This challenge was received after Mr. Dobson was billed by Springettsbury Township for the additional services, overtime, required from the township for the march and protest held on December 6, 2003.

The Township advised Mr. Dobson of several other options and locations to avoid incurring fees.  When these options were rejected, Springettsbury Township sought all possible routes to offset the cost to Mr. Dobson.  However, the established policy is to bill for additional costs incurred by the Township through such services.  It is not, nor has it been part of Springettsbury Township budget policy to apply tax dollars to an individual seeking supplementary service over and beyond that normally provided by the Municipality.
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Township Manager
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END RELEASE

For further information, please contact Charles Rausch, Township Solicitor at (717) 845-3674.

