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Executive Summary

Overview

The Springettsbury Township Comprebensive Recreation, Parks and Open Space Plan was created through a year-long
strategic planning process that included public participation, an assessment of facilities and programs, and
an evaluation of management and funding. Community input was sought through interviews with key
stakeholders, group forums, a community survey and a community workshop. The Committee met regularly
in open public meetings to provide insight, guidance, community contacts, direction for reports and to serve

as promoters for the planning process.

As a part of the Comprehensive Plan process completed in 2000, Springettsbury Township retained the
services of Kise Straw & Kolodner in collaboration with YSM and Toole Recreation Planning to assist
the community in defining a vision and set forth goals for parks, recreation services and open space in the

municipality.

Key Findings
The key findings of the Plan include:
e The Township offers a diverse mix of high quality recreation programs and services that are well-
attended by residents and participation is rapidly increasing,
e Additional land is needed for sports fields and new community parks,
e The community has expressed the need for an indoor community recreation facility,
*  Opportunities exist for a greenway/trail network throughout portions of the community beginning
with sidewalk extensions to neighborhood parks,
e The Township’s park budget per acre of parkland is lower than average which affects facility
maintenance,
e A formal employee development program should be included in the parks budget to invest in staff
and labor,
* A maintenance management system is needed for parks and recreation facilities, and

e Open space and natural resource protection is a priority as the Township reaches build-out.

Goals and Vision

With an increasing population, diminishing open space and a growing demand for recreation opportunities,
the Springettsbury Township Comprebensive Recreation, Parks and Open Space Plan seeks to provide the Township
with a roadmap towards meeting the community's needs through effective management and quality facilities

and services.
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Within the next 10 years, the Springettsbury Township Comprebensive Recreation, Parks and Open Space Plan will
guide the Township to meet the following vision:
Springettsbury Township provides a premiere park, recreation, and open space system meeting the needs of
its citizens and provides opportunities for life-long recreation to enhance the quality of life of residents.
The system includes parks, natural areas, trails, and greenways that connect the community and bring
residents together.
General Recommendation
The Plan sets forth recommendations for parkland and open space, recreation facilities, greenway and trails,

programs and services, management and finances. These recommendations include:

e Acquisition of at least 165 acres of additional parkland,

e Access improvements and amenity upgrades to existing parks and recreation facilities,

¢ Development of master plans for underutilized and acquired parkland,

*  Conducting a feasibility study for an indoor community recreation center,

*  Creation of a connected system of trails and protected natural resources,

*  Expansion of the Springettsbury Township Parks & Recreation Department,

*  Development of a program and service management plan,

e Development of a maintenance system for parkland and facilities, and

*  Exploration into a mix of tax funds, partnerships, sponsorships and non-tax funds to support, parks

and recreation.

Conclusion

The Springettsbury Township Comprehensive Recreation, Park and Open Space Plan is intended to be a
dynamic and flexible course of action. With committed leadership, Springettsbury Township can achieve
the plan goals and vision for a premiere park, recreation, and open space system. Cooperation and
communication between Township officials, staff, residents, community institutions, and governmental

agencies are key to the implementation of this Plan.
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| Introduction

Plan Purpose and Goals

As a part of the Comprehensive Plan process, Springettsbury Township retained the services of Kise Straw
& Kolodner in collaboration with YSM and Toole Recreation Planning to assist the community in defining a
vision and set forth goals for parks, recreation services and open space in the municipality. Funding for the

Plan was acquired through Pennsylvania’s Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (PA DCNR).

The initial plan goals include:

e Focus on a strategic plan to position the Township to move ahead into implementation. Emphasis will
be on creating options and strategies rather than on data collection.

*  Review the current municipal planning documents. Evaluate implementation and determine areas in
which the Township wishes to focus.

e Ascertain the Township’s recreational and park development needs for the next 10 years.

e Assess the need and desires of the community using information from the Comprehensive Plan
process along with results of our citizen participation process.

e Build consensus among diverse interests regarding parks and recreation goals and strategies.

¢ Hvaluate existing conditions of parks and recreation areas and determine potential of facilities based
upon needs assessment.

*  Determine future park and recreation facility and resource protection needs, updating existing
facilities to meet future needs, and defining potential pathways and linkages to create a connected
community.

¢ Coordinate planning with the school districts as appropriate.

e Work with the Parks & Recreation Department to assess their roles and functions with an eye towards
helping them to enhance their performance in meeting public needs while having a
manageable workload.

e Position the programs and services to meet leisure service delivery needs of the future.

e Evaluate financing and alternatives with a mix of public and private funds.

e Address facility management. Because about 75% of the lifetime cost of a park is in maintenance, we

believe that it is important to address this in planning facilities.

Planning Process and Public Participation
A 14-member Committee made up of residents and representatives from the Parks and Recreation Board,
local sports leagues, the Central York school district and York County guided the planning process. Township

staff gave technical and administrative support. The Committee met regularly in open public meetings to
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provide insight, guidance, community contacts, direction for reports and to serve as promoters for the

planning process.

In addition to the Committee meetings, community input was sought through interviews with key
stakeholders, group forums, a community survey and community workshops. Three separate group forums
were held in the summer of 2006 with students, senior citizens and sports providers to explore recreation
opportunities and address the specific interests of each group. The community survey was mailed to all
residents in the Summer 2006 Parks and Recreation Township Newsletter to further inform the process and
prioritize planning efforts. The first of two community workshops was held in December 2006 to review the

planning process and critical issues and to gather public input on the preliminary recommendations.

The Plan as a Guide

The Comprebensive Recreation, Park and Open Space Plan serves as a road map for Springettsbury Township
to create a top-notch system of parks, facilities and open space opportunities. It is the product of a
community-driven process and an extensive analysis of existing resources and opportunities. The Plan is

intended to be a dynamic and flexible course of action.

The plan is organized by chapters. Chapter II provides an overview of population and land use trends and
existing planning efforts. From Chapter 1II through to Chapter VIII, the reader will find an in-depth
analysis of existing resources and needs, followed by a series of recommendations. These recommendations

are clearly outlined in Chapter VIII under a series of goals and objectives.

The steps towards realization of these recommendations can be found in the implementation matrix
in Chapter IX and the Capital Improvement Plan in Appendix A. These sections outline key participants,

funding sources, cost estimates and a projected timeframe.

Plan Recommendations
The recommendations in this Plan combine realistic and achievable goals with potential projects. The recom-
mendations throughout the Plan address the following:
*  Establishing a vision for parks and recreation system of the 21st century.
¢ Developing a plan to move form vision to reality through strategic implementation.
¢ Positioning the Parks and Recreation Department for a leadership role to bring the plan to fruition.
*  Documenting the true value of parks, recreation and open space in the Community.
*  Developing alternatives to traditional ways of delivering parks and recreation services.
*  Building commitment to improving the system through partnerships and consensus building.

*  Being creative with funding sources through a mix of public and private support.
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*  Achieving functional and realistic actions for immediate-, medium-, and long-range time frames for
year round recreation for the residents comprehensively, i.e. for programs, facilities, management,

maintenance, and financing.

Related Plans

The Comprebensive Recreation, Parks and Open Space Plan builds upon the Township’s existing planning efforts,
including the Comprebensive Plan Update (2006). In Fall/Winter 2004-2005, the Parks and Recreation Board
developed a “Blueprint of Recreation Priorities” for incorporation into the Comprehensive Plan. After
listening to community and sports groups, reviewing needs and current projects, the Parks and Recreation
Board identified high, medium, and low recreation priorities for the Township overall as well as high priority

improvements to specific facilities and programs.

The Plan was also produced in coordination with the York County Open Space and Greenways Plan (2006) and the
Rocky Ridge County Park Master Plan (2003).
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II. Community Profile

This chapter outlines data on population, demography, housing and economic conditions in Springettsbury.
Where appropriate, comparisons are made to York County and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The data

for this analysis has been derived from a number of sources, most notably the United States Census.

Population Trends

Springettsbury Township has the second largest population in York County smaller only than York City.
Through the 1960s, Springettsbury was one the fastest growing municipalities in the County. Its growth was
stagnant in the 1970s and began accelerating again in the 1980s, with a population increase of nearly 10%

between 1980 and 1990. Growth during the 1990s remained steady at nearly 11%.

Table 2-1 Springettsbury Township Population Trends
Year Population Percent Growth

2000 23,883 10.8%

1990 21,564 9.5%

1980 19,687 1.5%

1970 19,399 —

Source: US Census

From 1990 to 2000, the population of Springettsbury grew by 10.8% to 23,883 persons with a density
of 1,474 persons per square mile. This growth is slightly less than the County’s 12.4% growth rate, but

considerably more than the Commonwealth and York City.

Table 2-2 Population Change, 1990 - 2000

Jurisdiction 1990 2000 Percent Change
Springettsbury 21,564 23,883 10.8%

York City 42,192 40,862 -3.2%

York County 339,574 381,751 12.4%
Pennsylvania 11,881,643 12,281,054 3.4%

Source: US Census

According to projections by the York County Planning Commission, Springettsbury is expected to continue
to grow, but at a decreasing rate, by 9.0% between 2000 and 2010 and 7.1% by 2020. County population is
expected to increase by a total of 18.6% in the same period, and York City is expected to grow by

less than 1%.
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Year Population Percent Change

2000 23,883 =
2010 26,032 9.0%
2020 27,881 7.1%

Source: York County Planning Conmmission

Age Profile

With a median age of 42.1 years, Springettsbury residents are older than County, York City and Pennsylvania
residents. While the entire nation is aging as Baby Boomers grower older and family size shrinks,
Springettsbury’s older demographic profile will significantly impact community service and housing needs and

the employment base over the next 10 to 20 years.

Jurisdiction Age in Years
Springettsbury 42.1
York City 31.3
York County 37.8

Pennsylvania 38.0
Source: US Census

Youth under the age of 20 years comprise 22.2% of the Township’s total population. The recreational needs
of this age group vary greatly between toddlers, school-age children, pre-teens and teenagers. 55% of the

under 20 age cohort are pre-teens and teenagers.

Age Cohort  Population Percent of Total Population
Under 20 5,312 22.2%

0-4 1,015 4.2%

5-9 1,355 5.7%

10-14 1,499 6.3%

15-19 1,443 6.0%

Source: US Census
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Population projections by the York County Planning Commission reflect the growing older demographic.
They also reflect flat growth in school age children, which conflicts with some findings of recent studies by
the school districts. Central York and York Suburban school districts have funded detailed studies that
predict district-wide growth in school age children. These projections are based on past enrollment trends,
live birth data, projected housing construction, and projections of immigration based on the character of

existing housing stock.

Table 2-6 Springettsbury Township Population Projections by Age, 2000-2020
Year 0-4 5-19 20 - 44 45 - 64 65 +
2000 Population 1,015 4,297 7,819 5,855 4,897
Percent 4.2% 18.0% 32.7% 24.5% 20.5%
2010 Population 1,149 4,176 7,125 7,743 5,839
Percent 4.4% 16.0% 27.4% 29.7% 22.4%
2020 Population 1,207 4,295 6,649 8,148 7,555
Percent 4.3% 15.4% 23.9% 29.3% 27.1%

Sonrce: York County Planning Commission

Central York School District predicts the greatest rate of increase in school age children, but nearly all of
the increase is attributed to new development occurring and projected to occur in Manchester Township,

meaning that the District expects little growth in enrollment to come from Springettsbury.

Spring Garden Township and the areas of Springettsbury served by York Suburban School District are
largely built out. Future enrollment in the York Suburban District will depend less on absolute changes
in population and more on changes in household composition. The District expects modest growth in
enrollment between 2005 and 2015. Projections attribute most of this growth to changes in home
occupancy. Much of the housing in the district is comprised of smaller, somewhat older homes currently
owned by older residents. As the housing stock turns over, it can provide good starter housing stock for young

families.

As current residents age and sell existing homes, many are being sold to families with young children, a
pattern already observed in demographic analysis and projections prepared for the district by the Pennsylvania
Economy League (PEL) in 2004. PEL observed an increase in number of children per housing unit between

1990 and 2005 and projects that the trend will continue through 2015.

It is unlikely that York County’s population projections were able to consider recent immigration and

development patterns at the level of detail completed by the school districts. As such, for planning purposes,
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the Township should assume some growth of school-aged children between now and 2020. Further, the
Comprehensive Plan recommends that the Township implement programs and tools to attract first time
homebuyers to Haines Acres and similar neighborhoods with smaller housing stock as a way to maintain
neighborhood stability. These smaller, older homes will be attractive to investors as well as first time
homebuyers. Maintaining a high level of home ownership will help to maintain and increase investment in

these homes over time and maintain neighborhood stability.

Land Use Trends

The Township comprises a mix of residential, industrial and manufacturing uses (including the Harley
Davidson Motorcycle Plant), several major shopping complexes, and open space. In terms of land area
coverage, residential land uses dominate with close to 40% of land in residential use, the vast majority of that
single-family residential. Agricultural and open space land covers over one-quarter of the Township’s land
area, providing a “Town and Country” environment within Springettsbury’s boundaries. Commercial uses
encompass about 12% of the total land area, while industrial and “exempt” uses (typically churches, schools

and other non-profit uses) each cover about 9% of the Township’s land area.

Table 2-7 Land Use

Total Acreage 9,289.9 100.0%
Single-family Residential 3,675.9 39.6%
Farm/Open Space 2,533.9 27.3%
Commercial 1,133.5 12.2%
Industrial 875.7 9.4%
Exempt/Insitutional 859.5 9.1%
Multi-family/Apartment 164.4 1.8%
Utility 471 0.5%

Sonrce: York County GLS (2004); updated by Kise Straw & Kolodner (2005)

Market Street and Route 30 frame the primary commercial and industrial land use corridors with most of these
uses along or between these two major arterials. Additional industrial development is located along the
Codorus Creck and Stonewood Road. South of Market Street, Springettsbury is largely residential, with
well-established neighborhoods constructed between 1940 and 1975. Other residential concentrations include
the Pleasureville neighborhood along the western Township boundary and the Stony Brook Heights

neighborhood between Market Street and Route 30.

The densest residential development occurs near the boundary shared by York City and Spring Garden

Township. Residential development north of Route 30 is generally less dense and intermingled with more
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open space due to topographic and other environmental factors. Development east of Mount Zion Road

tends to be the lowest density found in the Township with considerable rural and open space.

Commercial uses are generally concentrated together along major transportation corridors including Route 30,
Mount Rose Avenue, and Market Street. The commercial land uses in the Township include a predominance
of regional shopping with the York Marketplace and York Mall on Market Street and the York Galleria on
Mt. Zion Road near Route 30. There are numerous national chain stores, big-box and lifestyle retailers and

strip malls, most of which are located along Market Street.

The amount of open space in the Township is substantial. With the economic feasibility of agriculture
diminishing in the region and residential development continuing, the Township should take specific steps to
maintain at least portions of this scenic landscape as open space to preserve the Township’s mix of urban and

rural character that stakeholders have identified as an important community asset.

Community Trends

While the Township’s population continues to grow, its demographic make up is shifting considerably. In
2000, just over 20% of residents were 65 and older, compared to 14% for York County and 16% nationally.
The percentage of residents 65 and older is expected to grow to 27% in 2020. This demographic shift will
result in a continued decrease in workforce participation and changing housing, social and community service

needs.

Much of the predominantly single-family housing stock is reaching an age at which it will require significant
maintenance. Older residences may also experience higher turnover rates as older residents seeck more
suitable housing, suggesting that the Township should consider strategies to ensure older housing stock is

adequately maintained and attractive to new owner-occupants, particularly first-time homebuyers.

In terms of the local economy, Springettsbury is still dominated by an industrial employment base.
The Township and York County have succeeded in attracting and retaining relatively complex industries
that are dependent on knowledgeable and skilled labor. As the Township moves forward in its economic
development efforts, it will be critical to understand and accommodate the changing needs of these types of
industries. Looking to the future, the Township should identify areas in which it makes sense to partner with

the County and surrounding municipalities to maximize economic development opportunities and benefits.
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ITI. Parks & Recreation Facilities

Springettsbury Township is located just east of the City of York in York County. The municipality is
extensively developed with residential, commercial, and industrial uses. Only small pockets of open space
remain, primarily in the northeast quadrant of the community. The Township has long had a professionally
managed park and recreation department, which oversees its 10 park sites and provides many recreation

programs for citizens throughout the year.

The municipality has made significant investments in its sites, most notably with the redevelopment and
expansion of Springettsbury Township Park. In addition to municipal parks, approximately half of Rocky
Ridge Park, a York County facility, is located in Springettsbury Township. The continued residential growth
that is projected for Springettsbury Township will impact the need for recreation opportunities in the
community. How the municipal parks and recreation facilities serve the citizens of the municipality is explored

in this chapter.

Parks Contribute to Quality of Life

Owing to new technology and less dependence on traditional downtown commercial centers, people and
businesses can locate anywhere they want. As a result, quality of life amenities are essential to attract and
retain citizens and businesses. Parks, greenways, trails, and recreation opportunities help define a community’s

quality of life.

Springettsbury Township retains the qualities that many look for in a place to live. Established neighborhoods,
easy access to open space, convenient employment centers, efficient City services, and the availability of parks
and recreation facilities make Springettsbury Township an attractive locale. As growth continues, maintaining

and enhancing these features will be critical to the quality of life for residents in the future.

Springettsbury Township Park and Recreation Facility Assessment

An assessment of parks and recreation facilities evaluates the recreation opportunities in terms of meeting
community needs and determines if current recreation needs are being met. Springettsbury Township’s
public facilities have been assessed to determine how they could be improved or expanded, and what changes
must be made to comply with safety and accessibility standards. Areas of the municipality that need facilities

will be identified, along with strategies for linking facilities to a Township-wide greenway network.

The analysis of parks and recreation facilities, as presented in this plan, was developed by:
¢ Conducting on-site investigations,

¢ BEvaluating park and facility conditions,
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e Assessing the distribution of parkland throughout the Township, and

*  Exploring trends and community needs for recreation facilities through public participation.

Seven-Factor Assessment

Seven factors guided the park and recreation facility assessment in Springettsbury Township. They included:
1. Configuration of parks,

Amount of parkland,

Location of parks,

Connection between parks,

Recreation facilities,

Conditions of parkland, and

N vk N

Park and recreation facility trends.

Park Factor 1: Configuration of Parkland
Different types of parks provide various opportunities for the residents of the Township. Springettsbury
Township has community, neighborhood, and mini parks as identified in Table 3-1 on the next page.
Locations of parks, schools, and community institutions are illustrated in Figure 3-1, the Park and Community
Facilities Map. Table 3-3 presents the Springettsbury Township Classification System. It shows the range of
park types, their benefits, appropriate facilities, and the maintenance levels appropriate for the type of park
and resources available. The classifications for Springettsbury Township consider the 1995 National
Recreation and Park Association classification categories and how the parks are used in the community.
The following conclusions can be drawn from the analysis of the Springettsbury Township Classification
System:
e Only Springettsbury Township Park, at 51 acres, contains the recommended acreage for a
community park.
e Two parks in the Township are classified as mini parks: Rockburn Park and August Schaefer Park.
*  Seven parks are classified as neighborhood parks. Although Pleasureville Park and Fayfield Park have
less than the suggested five acres of land, both sites function as neighborhood patks.
e Three of the neighborhood parks, Stonewood, Penn Oaks, and Camp Security Parks, function more
as community parks due to competitive athletic events at the sites.
*  'There are no sports complexes, school/community parks, greenways and trails, or natural resoutce
areas/preserves in the community.
e The Northern Extension of the York Heritage Rail Trail County Park, which is currently under
construction, will provide the first trail in the community.
e The Codorus Creek presents opportunities for resource-based recreation; however, the municipality

does not own parkland with creek frontage.
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*  York County Rocky Ridge Park is located in the municipality and offers passive resource-based

recreation opportunities.

Table 3-2 inventories school sites within Springettsbury Township. Table 3-4 lists Rocky Ridge Park as the

only other public park in the municipality. There are no State Parks, State Game Lands or other lands of

the Commonwealth in the municipality. Table 3-5 lists private parklands and semi-protected open space.

Table 3-1
Springettsbury Township Patk/Recteation Land Inventory
Park Acreage Park Type Characteristics/Facilities Location/ Comments
Planning District
Camp Security Park 11 Neighborhood Picnic shelter, multi-purpose athletic Locust Grove Road | Facilities do not meet ADA
field, playground, parking, nature area & Fastern Blvd. standards
Fayfield Park 5 Neighborhood Picnic shelter, baseball field, basketball | 5% Avenue and Bocce court could potentially
court, playground Keesey Street be added
Kingston Park 4 Neighborhood Picnic shelter, basketball court, multi- Kingston Road & Kingston Road is busy
purpose athletic field, playground Sundale Drive
Stonewood Park 9 Neighborhood Picnic shelter, basketball court, Stonewood Road &
accessible wetland area, boardwalk, Orchard Road
multi-purpose field, playground
Rockburn Park 1 Mini Picnic shelter, basketball court, Rockburn Street & Basketball court has new posts
playground, open lawn area Industrial Hwy. and playground has new
swings, new sidewalk, open
space too small for org.
practice area
Penn Oaks Park 16 Neighborhood Picnic shelter, basketball court, Kingston Road &
baseball field, multi-purpose field, Edenbridge Road
playground
Springetts Oaks Park 11 Neighborhood Picnic shelter, basketball court, trail, Pleasant Valley
multi-purpose athletic field, Road & Springetts
playground Drive
August Schaefer Park 2 Mini Picnic shelter, basketball coutt, Lynbrook Drive No ADA accessible or easy
baseball field (245°/265’), playground circulation route, park needs
improvement
Pleasureville Park 4 Neighborhood Picnic shelter, basketball court, North Sherman OId playground equipment.
playground, parking Street Property leased from
Commonwealth Fire
Company. Park needs
improvement.
Springettsbury 51 Community 3 Sand volleyball coutts, 3 basketball Pleasant Valley,
Township Park courts, 6 tennis courts, adult Whiteford &
baseball/multi-purpose field, 2 youth Williams Roads
baseball fields, softball field, in-line
hockey rink, 2 picnic shelters,
playground, concessions stand,
amphitheater, restrooms, parking
Sub-Total 114 Sub-Total- Springettsbury Township Parkland excluding the North Hills Open Space parcel
North Hills Open 38 Natural Resource | Undeveloped Camelot Way & Municipal debris and spoil
Space Area East Street area
Total 152 Total Springettsbury Township Parkland including North Hills Open Space parcel
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Figure 3-1: Park and Community Facilities Map.
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Table 3-2

School District Recreation Land Inventory In Springettsbury Township

Tihy School in :
School District Location/
< et/ Spﬁngl:ttsbury Acreage Characteristics/Facilities Comments
Type of School o : Planrine Distti
T'ownship anning District
Central York School Central York High 135 6 tennis courts, 1 lighted football 601 Mundis Mill Road | New, top of the line
District School field with track, 2 basketball coutts, facilities
1 lawn volleyball court, 1 lighted Swimming pool pending
soccer field, 3 multi-purpose fields,
2 skinned infield ball fields and 1
lawn infield ball field.
Central York School Central York 22.3 1 multi-purpose field, one aggregate | 1950 North Hills
District Middle School track, 2 half basketball coutts. Road
Central York School North Hills 7.23 2 multi-purpose fields, 3 half court 1330 North Hills Basketball backstops
District Elementary School basketball courts, 1 large Road have no hoops. Multi-
playground, 1 full basketball court purpose fields overlap
and 1 overgrown skinned infield ball field outfields and
ball field and 1 skinned infield ball playground is located
field. behind first base of one
ball field.
Central York School Stony Brook 14.33 Funnel ball, basketball court, 2 250 Silver Spur Drive School under
District Hlementary School playgrounds, 4 swings, 2 skinned construction, eliminating
infield ball fields, potential for one one ball field.
overlapping multi-purpose field in
ball out fields, outdoor classroom.
Central York School District Education 1.59 Open field Corner of Marion and
District Center Pleasant View Road
York Suburban School FEast York 10.42 2 small ball fields with 2 701 Erlen Drive
District Elementary School ovetlapping multi-purpose fields,
large playground and 2 small
basketball courts.
York Suburban School York Suburban 23.12 2 half court basketball courts, 1 full 455 Sundale Drive Ball field was nicely
District Middle School court basketball court, 4 tennis maintained with stone
courts, 1 ball field with skinned dugout and outfield
infield, 2 large multi-purpose fields. fence.
York Suburban School Lincoln 1.93 Pavilion, play equipment, Mills Street and 5th Pavilion is in bad shape
District Intermediate Unit overgrown former lawn infield ball Avenue and ball field is under -
#12, former field. maintained, but large.
Yorkshire ES
Parochial School St. Joseph’s 14.62 1 small multi-purpose athletic field 2945 Kingston Road

Elementary School

and 1 large multi-purpose athletic
field, a playground, 3 parking lot
basketball hoops, 4 parking lot
funnel ball structures and wetland
area.

Park Factor 2: Amount of Parkland

Springettsbury Township has 114 acres of public parkland within ten park sites. Additionally, the municipality

owns an open space parcel, North Hills Open Space at 38 acres, which was acquired as parkland and remains

undeveloped. The parkland acreage equates to just under five acres (4.77 acres) of parkland per 1,000

residents based on the 2000 U.S. Census population numbers.
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Table 3-3

Springettsbury Township Park Classification System

Type/Size i
yget(,ice / Definition Benefits Appropriate Amenities T?gvr::sg;gslli:gs Maintenance Level
Radius
Mini Park Smallest park Provides close to Playground Rockburn Park High level of maintenance
0-5 acres type, addresses home recreation Benches, seating August Schacfer associated with well
YVa-miile service limited recreation area Park developed park and
radins need. playground and
reasonably high visitation

Neighborhood Focus of Provides access to Play areas Fayficld Park High level of maintenance
Park neighborhood; in basic recreation Ballfields Camp Security Park associated with well-
5-15 acres walking/ biking opportunities Game courts Kingston Park developed park and
minininm distance of Contributes to Picnic/scating Stonewood Park reasonably high visitation.
1 ; ; el . . .
Z ;ng foee visitors. nelghb.orhood identity Pathways Penn Oaks Park

EStathh_es sense of Community Springetts Oaks

community gardens Park

Pleasureville Park

Community Large park for Variety of recreation Play areas Springettsbury Moderate level of
Park active & passive opportunities for all Organized sports Township Park maintenance associated
30-50 acres, recreation; serves ages and interests facilities with moderate level of
preferably 50-80 residents Space for organized, Pavilions development, budget
aores ‘ citywide. large scale, high Permanent restrictions, inability to
2-miile service Accommodates participation events restrooms perform higher levels of
radins large groups. Family destination Lighting malliltfc'nancc. Try to get
Fitness and wellness ) park friends or establish
d Amphitheaters adopt-a-park.
opportunities Pools, rinks
Parking
School/ Parkland Combines two public Youth-oriented N/A Moderate level of
Community adjoining a entities for expanded, game courts and maintenance associated
Park school used for year-round recreation. ball fields with moderate level of
Varies both recreation Maximizes public Play areas development, budget
and education. tesources Seating restrictions, Try to get
Expands recreation Pathways cooperative agreement
opportunities Lightin;; with school.
Parking
Sports Consolidates Economy of scale Ball fields N/A State of the art
Complex sports fields and Improved Lighting maintenance applied to
30+acres; Felated facl!ltles management Spectator areas high quahty f?lclht%es.
preferably 50-80 in a centralized City showcase Restrooms Associated with high
acres location. . . visitation; revenue
Attracts visitors who concessions eneratine facilitics
stimulate local Landscaping tgou rism J ”
economy Parking
Special Use Facility for a Provides special focus Depends on N/A High level of maintenance
Facility single purpose recreation purpose associated with well-
Varies use. opportunities developed park and
Contributes to reasonably high visitation.
community identity
Greenways and | Tie park areas Connects community Pathways — multi- N/A Lowest level of
Trails together to form Reduces auto purpose maintenance. Focus on
Varies a contiguous dependency Trailheads trailheads and trail safety.
p ark Improves air quality Support facilities
environment. Contributes most Signage
desired recreation
facility for people
throughout their
lifetime
Attracts visitors
Natural Natural areas for Protect resources Trails N/A Lower level of
Resource the protect and Provide wildlife Signage maintenance.
Areas/ management of habitat Support facilities
Preserve natt}ral Offer opportunities
environment for environmental
education
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Table 3-4

County Park, Recreation Land, and Open Space Inventory In Springettsbury Township

Park

Acreage

Characteristics /Facilities

Location/
Planning District

Comments

Rocky Ridge County
Park

750 acres in
Springettsbury and

12 miles of multiuse trails, scenic observation
decks, softball field, sand volleyball court, ADA

Deininger Road

County Park with resource
based recreation

Hallam Townships | playground, 13 pavilions, horseshoe pits and opportunities.
fitness trail.
Camp Pennwood 65+ Summer camp for disabled children with Druck Valley Road County-owned land leased

overnight facilities and pavilions.

to camp. There are sewer
issues at site.

‘Table 3-5

Private Park, Rectreation and Semi-Protected Open Space Land Inventory in Springettsbury Township

Park, Recreation

Area or Acreage Ownership Characteristic/Facilities Pl Lo'catll(;tzl/ : Comments
Protected Land anning District

Harley Davidson 228.03 Harley Davidson Fenced area of tree rows Eden Road Former riding track for plant, possible soil

Open Space and open understory. contamination area

Faith Alive 0.74 East York Faith Skate Park, pavilion, 1401 Williams Road | Pavilion and ball field backstop in disrepair

Community Missionary playground, old ball field, skate park has two movable elements

Church and parking lot basketball.

First Church of the | 8.44 First Church of the Large ball field, playground, | 2710 Kingston Road | Located next to York Suburban Middle

Brethren Brethren gymnasium. School and across Sundale Road from

Kingston Park

Brenneman Field 25475 SB2H Holdings L.P 90’ baseline skinned infield 693 North Hills Road| Shared parking for both fields with
with 250" outfield, dugouts industry’s parking lot
and batting cage,
scoreboard.

Shipley Field - SB2H Holdings LP | 60’ baseline skinned infield 693 North Hills Road| Concession and dugouts are new, both
with 2007 outfield, fields have wooden bleachers
concessions, dugouts, score
board.

Mt. Zion UCC 11.62 Mt. Zion Volleyball court, multiuse 1054 Ridgewood Property abuts North Hills Open Space

Evangelical open lawn area. Road

Pine Ridge Swim 6.0 William Turner Swimming pool with water 2454 Pleasant View

Club slide, concessions, pavilion Road
and lawn parking area.

Penn Oaks Pool 2.83 Penn Oaks Swim Swimming pool, 3445 Kingston Road | Pool’s parking area is adjacent to Penn

Club concessions buiding. Oaks Parks

Pleasurville Hawks | 6.9 Hawk Gunning 1 large ball field and 1 2700 N. Sherman Used by the Boy Scouts of America Troop

Field Club multi-purpose field. Street #20
Potential for 20d multi-
purpose field in outfield.

Camelot Arms 1.0 North Hills Village Swimming pool, pavilion 1810 North Hills Apartment complex adjacent to North

Apartments Association and playground. Road Hills Open Space

Suburban Park 15.15 New SP Associates | Swimming pool, tot lot. 2685 Carnegic Road | Apartment complex

Apartments LP

Cantebury Court 7.43 Canterbury Court Swimming pool. 198 Silver Spur Drive| Apartment complex

Apartments Associates

Springetts Manor 17.06 Springetts Manor Swimming pool, tennis 50 Eisenhower Drive | Apartment complex

Apartments Limited Partnership | courts, community room.

Commonwealth 6.8 Springettsbury Community room. 2045 North Sherman | Used by Township

Fire Company Township Street

Volunteer Fire Co.
Springetts Fire 2.05 Springettsbury Community room. 3013 East Market
Company Township Street

Volunteer Fire Co.
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Over the past 30 years, it has been the accepted practice within the recreation and park profession fo
adopt a uniform national land standard such as 10 acres per thousand.

NRPA Park, Recreation, and Open Space Guidelines 1995

A population-based analysis typically is used to evaluate active public parkland only. Passive parks, greenways
and trails, and nature preserves are not evaluated using an acreage standard because their size often relates to
the area necessary to protect the resource and make it available for public enjoyment. Active recreation
includes ball fields and game courts and the use and need for these facilities relates to the population of a

community.

The prevailing standard for the last three decades for active parkland acreage is 10 acres per thousand-
population, as a minimum and this standard has been used to evaluate Springettsbury Township’s parkland. A
case can be made to increase the acreage standard based on the recreation trends and use patterns of park and
recreation facilities today. As summarized in Park Factor 7: Park and Recreation Facility Trends, there are
many factors that have changed over the past 30 years which place higher demands on existing recreation
facilities, such as increased female participation, expanding sports seasons, emergence of new sports, etc. The
10-acre standard should be considered a minimum for Springettsbury Township and targeting a higher ratio
of parkland for the population is recommended to align with recreation needs of today’s communities and the

quality of life desired by residents.

Table 3-6 compares the parkland acreage for the two major park types, based on 2000 US. Census
population figures and forecast populations, to the actual parkland acreage of Springettsbury Township.

The mini parks have been included in the neighborhood park acreage for analysis purposes.

For assessment purposes the 10 acres is divided between community parks (8 acres) and neighborhood parks
(2 acres). Using the 10-acre standard and based on year 2000 population of 23,883, Springettsbury Township
should have approximately 239 acres of active public parkland. The current acreage is approximately 114 acres
as shown on Table 3-4. This includes all parkland in mini, neighborhood, and community parks excluding
the North Hills Open Space parcel. The parkland deficiency expands to 146 acres in 2010 and 165 acres by

2020 based on population projections.

When the parkland acreages are compared to the 10-acre/1,000 population standard the following conclusions

can be drawn:
»  Springettsbury Township Park contributes 51 acres to the parkland acreage total as the municipality’s
only community park. Based on the analysis, there is a current deficit of 140 acres of community

parkland, or two community parks.
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e Based on the current parkland acreage and neighborhood park classification, Springettsbury
Township had a surplus of 15 acres of neighborhood parkland in 2000. This excess of
neighborhood parkland is maintained through the projected analysis.

*  Springettsbury Township has a current deficit of parkland overall, calculated at 125 acres based on
the 2000 population. With the continued growth of the municipality projected into the future,
Springettsbury Township will need to acquire in excess of 165 acres to meet current and projected
recreation needs and will not meet the national standard until this acreage is fully developed and

available for public recreation uses.

Table 3-6
Parkland Acreage/NRPA Standards Analysis
e Recommended Recommended Recommended
EISing | pcres/2000 2000 Actes/2010 2010 Actes /2020 -0
Park Type e Population gﬁm (_;) hareer Deficit (-) Forecast Deficit ()
Acreage (23,883) xcess (+) Population Excess (+) Population Excess (+)
(26,032)* (27,881)%

Community Parks
@38 Actes/1,000 51 191 140 208 157 223 472
Population — Total
acreage
Neighborhood
Parks @ 2
Acres/1,000 63 48 +15 52 1 56 +7
Population
Totals (Total
community park + 114 239 -125 260 -146 279 -165
neighborhood park)

Source: York County GIS (2004); updated by Kise Straw & Kolodner (2005)

Springettsbury Township is in a growing area of York County. The park acreages of nearby municipalities, as
well as other selected municipalities in the Central Pennsylvania region, are shown on Table 3-7. The table
illustrates that Springettsbury Township’s acquisition of parkland based on population has not kept pace with

other similar municipalities in the region.

Park Factor 3: Location of Parks

Springettsbury Township is a well-developed municipality with numerous established neighborhoods. The
parkland distribution analysis evaluates potential barriers to easy convenient access to park sites. Planning
areas are designated for the municipality based on neighborhood boundaries and effective barriers to access.

The amount and type of parkland acreage is evaluated within each Planning Area.

Figure 3-1, the Park and Community Facilities Map, illustrates the locations of the parks throughout the
Township. Roadways traverse Springettsbury Township dividing it into several distinct areas. These roads
segregate areas of the municipality and create barriers that limit easy, convenient access to community facilities.

It is important to consider the location of parkland in relation to these barriers and how they serve
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Table 3-7
Comparisons of Park Acreage by Population and Park Acreage as Percentage of Municipality

Municipality Total Total Active | 2000 Active Acres/ Municipal “Total Parkland
Parkland Parkland Population 1,000 Acreage Acreage as
Acres Acres Population Percentage of

Municipal Acrage

Selected York County Municipalities

Springettsbury Township 152 acres 114 acres 23,883 4.77 10,688 014
Lower Windsor Township 31 acres 31 acres 7,405 4.19 16,064 .002
Manchester Township 146 acres 141 acres 12,700 11.10 10,176 014
West Manchester 105acres | 89 acres 17,035 5.22 12,864 008
Township

York Township 157 acres 125 acres 23,637 5.29 16,512 .010
Selected Cumberland County Municipalities

Silver Spring Township, 196 acres | 178 acres 10,592 16.8 20,800 009
Cumberland County

South Middleton

Township, Cumberland 266 acres 160 acres 12,939 12.37 31,680 .008
County

Lower Allen Township 166 acres 131 acres 17,437 7.52 6,592 .025
Upper Allen Township 93 acres 72 acres 15,338 4.68 8,448 011

neighborhood areas. The Park and Community Facilities Map divides Springettsbury Township into four

Planning Areas (neighborhoods).

U.S. Route 30 and Pennsylvania Route 24 (Mt. Zion Road north of Route 462 and Edgewood Road, south of
Route 462) are the two main arteries that split the municipality into four Planning Districts. Other significant
roadways that create barriers to easy access in the community include Route 462, Route 83, Haines Road, and

the active Conrail rail line.

Service radiuses have been applied to Figure 3-2, the Park Service Area Map, based on the Springettsbury
Township classification system, further illustrating the gaps in recreation service. As the map illustrates,
parkland is not evenly distributed between the four quadrants of the community. The service radius for
community parks is not affected by barriers to access but neighborhood parks are typically affected by these

barriers.

Springettsbury Township Park is somewhat centrally located and has a service radius that covers the majority
of the community. The neighborhood parks are clustered in the densely populated residential areas of the
community, south of Route 30. The northern portion of the municipality, above Route 30, is under-served
by neighborhood parkland but generally has larger lot sizes and is less developed with residential uses. The
western and northern boundary of the community is outside of the two-mile community park service radius.

This area is seeing significant residential growth, especially in the area of the new Central York High School.
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Northeast Quadrant Planning Area
The Northeast Quadrant Planning Area is located north of Route 30 and east of Mt. Zion Road and
continues to the municipal boundary.

e This area contains the municipality’s only community park.

*  One neighborhood park (Springetts Park) is located in the southern most portion of this area.

e A portion of York County Rocky Ridge Park is located in this area.

* The northern boundary of this Planning Area is the Codorus Creek.

Southeast Quadrant Planning Area
The Southeast Quadrant Planning Area is located south of Route 30 and east of Mt. Zion/Edgewood Road.
e This area contains four neighborhood parks (Stonewood, August Schaefer, Camp Security, and Penn
Oaks).
e There are no community parks in the area.
e Stony Brook Elementary School is located in the area.

e Small streams and tributaries to Kreutz Creek are located in this area.

Southwest Quadrant Planning Area
The Southwest Quadrant Planning Area is located south of Route 30 and west of Mt. Zion/Edgewood Road.
Route 83 and Mill Creck form the western boundary of the area.

e Three neighborhood parks (Kingston, Fayfield, and Rockburn) are located in this Planning Area.

e There are no community parks.

e Portions of Mill Creek fall within this area but are generally inaccessible due to Route 83.

e St Joseph Elementary School, York Suburban Middle School, East York Elementary School, St. John

Lutheran Elementary School, and Lincoln Intermediate Unit #12 are located in this Planning Area.

Northwest Quadrant Planning Area
The Northwest Quadrant Planning Area is located west of Mt. Zion Road and north of Route 30.
The Codorus Creek forms the western and northern boundary of this district.
* There is one neighborhood park (Pleasureville) in this Planning Area.
e There are no community parks.
e The North Hills Open Space parcel is located in this area but is not available for recreation purposes.
e The Northern Extension of the Heritage Rail Trail County Park is located along the Codorus Creek
from Route 30 to the area of Rudy Park in Manchester Township.
e Central York Middle School, North Hills Flementary School, and the Central York High School are

located in this area.
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Additional Parkland Location Observations
* There are areas of the municipality that are not served by community or neighborhood parkland.
e The Northwest Quadrant Planning Area is served by a single neighborhood park, Pleasureville Park,
which provides only a limited recreation opportunity based on the facilities and park condition.

*  Rocky Ridge York County Park offers passive, resource-based recreation opportunities.

Park Factor 4: Connections between Parks

Trails and greenways provide passive recreation opportunities and green corridors of protected open space.
Easy access to trails facilitates exercise and fitness, as well as safe linkage to connected locales. Connecting the
parks of Springettsbury Township with trails and greenways will add to the livability and quality of life for
citizens. The stream and utility corridors throughout the municipality are linear resources that can facilitate
connections between parks and community destinations. Greenways and trails are discussed further in

Chapter IV: Open Space, Greenways and Trails.

Park Factor 5: Recreation Facilities

Recreation facilities should be provided within a community to meet the needs and demands of individuals,
families, community groups, and organized adult and youth leagues. The appropriate number of park
facilities in a community should be based on need, as defined by current facility usage and local trends in

recreation and leisure activities.

An analysis of facilities should be considered in the context of the municipality and the trends and
popularity of the sport that the facility serves. Facility trends and observations in Springettsbury Township
further illustrate the need for additional recreation facilit