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Forum on hiStoric reSourceS

nAtionAl regiSter liSting

the nAtionAl regiSter liSting doeS:
•	Honor	a	historic	property	by	recognizing	its	importance	to	

the	local	community,	the	state,	or	the	nation.
•	 Encourage	the	preservation	of	historic	properties	by	

documenting	their	significance.
•	 List	properties	only	if	they	meet	the	National	Register	

criteria	for	evaluation.
•	 Facilitate	the	review	of	federally	funded,	licensed,	or	

permitted	projects	to	determine	their	effects	on	historic	
properties.	Provide	an	opportunity	to	consult	with	
government	agencies	to	mitigate	projects	that	will	adversely	
affect	historic	properties.

•	 Provide	information	about	historic	resources	for	planning	
purposes.

•	 Offer	federal	tax	benefits	to	owners	of	income-producing	
historic	properties	if	they	rehabilitate	their	properties	
according	to	preservation	standards.

Listing	on	the	National	Register	is	largely	honorary.	The	National	Register	listing	does	
not	place	obligations	on	private	property	owners,	nor	does	it	place	restrictions	on	the	use,	

treatment,	or	disposition	of	private	property.	National	Register	listing	does	not	lead	to	public	
acquisition	of	the	property,	nor	does	it	require	or	permit	public	access	to	the	property.

the nAtionAl regiSter liSting doeS not:
•	 Provide	a	marker	or	plaque	for	registered	properties
•	 Restrict	the	rights	of	the	property	owners
•	 Require	that	properties	be	maintained,	restored,	or	repaired
•	 Prevent	a	resource’s	destruction	by	federal,	state,	local	or	

private	development
•	 Guarantee	that	grant	funds	will	be	available	for	projects
•	 Require	property	owners	to	follow	preservation	standards	on	

their	properties	unless	they	wish	to	qualify	for	tax	benefits
•	 Automatically	invoke	local	historic	district	zoning	or	landmark	

designation	
•	 List	individual	properties	if	the	owner	objects,	or	list	a	historic	

district	if	the	majority	of	property	owners	object.
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